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BURNING ISSUE 

Abuse of Conscientious Objection in Poland: Short Summary of Doctor Chazan Case 

In June 2014 Polish weekly "Wprost" revealed a shocking case of a woman, 22 weeks pregnant 

whose fetus was diagnosed with multiple, severe and irreversible malformations, was denied a legal 

abortion by professor Bogdan Chazan, director of the public Holy Family Hospital (Szpital Świętej 

Rodziny) in Warsaw. Moreover, prenatal testing and procedures were extended so as to prevent the 

woman from seeking an abortion elsewhere and she was not referred to another doctor despite the 

fact that the Polish law on conscientious objection demands that. The child which was born as a 

result of Chazan's decision died after 10 days. Prenatal diagnosis was fully confirmed and there was 

no chance of its survival.  

On 3 July the Minister of Health informed that the National Health Fund (NFZ) imposed a penalty of 

70 000 PLN ( ca. 23 000 USD) on the hospital due to the violation of patient's rights and failure to act 

according to current provisions. Later that month Warsaw Mayor Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz finally 

dismissed doctor Chazan from the position of director of the Holy Family Hospital in Warsaw. Doctor 
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Chazan appealed with the labour court against his dismissal. Meanwhile 42%  of Polish 

gynaecologists support the removal of conscientious objection clauses from the law. Polish bishops 

have also openly expressed their support for his actions.  

In the aftermath of the Chazan scandal one district (poviat) in Mazovia Voivodship changed its 

provisions concerning a local hospital stating its work is fully based on the principle of protection of 

human life. Head of Mazovia Voivodship Jacek Kozłowski decided this newly amended provision 

ought to be nullified as it could lead to abuses in medical practice (interpreting the clause to protect 

fetal life over the life of women). Polish Ombudsperson Irena Lipowicz has recommended the 

Ministry of Health to amend provisions on conscientious objections so that its application by doctors 

would not stand in the way of women's rights. The woman who was the victim of doctor Chazan's 

decision demands 1 000 000 PLN compensation for personal damages caused by his abuse of 

conscientious objection. 

Global Doctors for Choice sent a letter to the Polish Minister of Health Bartosz Arłukowicz and Maciej 

Hamankiewicz, the President of the Main Physicians' Council expressing concern with references to 

the so-called Declaration of Faith of Polish medical personnel. Read the letter here.  

Source: Federation for Women and Family Planning 

 

REGIONAL UPDATES 

 

Research about compulsory abortion counselling in Hungary  

In spring 2014, PATENT Association Hungary, ASTRA member, conducted a study about the practice 

of compulsory counseling, which is the precondition for obtaining abortion in Hungary. The 

counseling consists of two sessions.  The first session has to be “in the interest of keeping the fetus”, 

including information on the “dangers of abortion” and its effects on later pregnancies. Following a 

minimum three-day waiting period, the second session is supposed to be only informative and 

administrative. The aim of PATENT’s qualative study was to examine how the women attending these 

sessions were treated, wether their autonomy and human dignity were respected, what attitude 

they experienced on part of the counselor and what kind of information they received.  

13% of the 101 respondents experienced some kind of a violation (manipulation, blaming, emotional 

pressuring) during the compulsory counselling sessions. Furthermore, roughly 50% did not get the 

suggested amount and quality of information. Based on this research and the general corresponding 

statistics on abortion and compulsory counselling, it appears that only in rare occasions do the 

sessions affect the woman’s decision. Women, in most cases, make a choice already before attending 

the first counseling session. The blaming, manipulative, emotionally pressuring arguments and 

comments on part of the counsellors, however, make the sessions traumatic and difficult for many 

women. Furthermore, the compulsory counselling in itself, and many times the way it is executed, 

questions women’s freedom to choose. Following a press conference and statement, the results of 

this study were widely spread in the Hungarian media. This resulted in the issue of compulsory 

http://www.federa.org.pl/dokumenty_pdf/2014/04_08_2014_Global%20Doctors%20for%20Choice_letter.pdf
http://www.federa.org.pl/english/1354-abuse-of-conscientious-objection-in-poland-short-summary-of-doctor-chazan-case
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counselling becoming part of the public discussion and reaching a wide audience. PATENT formulated 

several recommendations, including a focus on comprehensive sexuality education and accessible 

contraception.  

Read more about this study on ASTRA’s website.  

Source: PATENT 

 

Movement against sexuality education in Poland proposes legislative initiative  

The anti-choice movement, which is on a constant rise  in Poland, is currently acting against sexuality 

education in Poland. The Committee for Legislative Initiative ‘Stop Pedophilia’ aims to, according to 

its leaders, ‘protect children from depravation of so-called sex educators’. The Committee convinces 

that Poland is threatened by gender ideology and depraving sexuality education provided with the 

use of WHO document ‘Standards of sexuality education in Europe’, which was published in Polish 

last year. The organizers of the campaign claim that the standards give only technical information on 

sex and contain instructions on teaching children how to masturbate, hence the Polish government 

shouldn’t support the model of sexuality education proposed in the WHO document. What’s more, 

the campaign attacks non-profit organizations providing sexuality education by accusing educators of 

sexualizing children and promoting pedophilia. The Committee also spreads homophobic messages 

relating to sexuality education, claiming that sex educators ‘promote homosexuality’ and tend to 

encourage children to try different kinds of sexuality orientations and relationships. Homosexuality is 

also treated on the same grounds as pedophilia – in some Polish cities there are banners of the 

campaign with information that LGBT people rape their children.  

The legislative proposal prepared as part of  ‘Stop Pedophilia’ campaign would extend the article 200 

of Polish Criminal Code (regarding the age of consent) with the two paragraphs: persons publicly 

promoting or approving activities of pedophilic nature would be punished with amercement, 

restriction of liberty or imprisonment. The same punishment would apply to persons who publicly 

popularize sexual activity of adolescents below the age of consent or enable them means to do so. 

According to leaders of the initiative, sexuality education proposed by WHO and provided by non-

profit organizations is actually encouraging children to have sex. Polish NGOs working for 

comprehensive sexuality education are mentioned in the justification of  the initiative as the threat 

to children’s development. The project collected 250 thousand signatures and it was proposed to 

Polish parliament as citizens legislative initiative. It’s predicted that the first reading of the project 

will take place in September. The campaign has been criticized in media by academics and activists as 

homophobic and distorting the real role of sexuality education. 

Source: Gazeta Wyborcza daily (Polish only) 

 

Albania discusses SRHR 

Thirty Five Albanian all-party parliamentary group members attended a round table on an alternative 

report on SRHR in the country. ACPD, the Albanian APPG Secretariat and ASTRA member, drafted the 

http://www.astra.org.pl/repronews/293-research-about-compulsory-abortion-counselling-in-hungary.html
http://www.patent.org.hu/
http://wyborcza.pl/1,75478,16261405,Chca__by_za__genderowa_edukacje_seksualna__scigano.html


 4 

report and organised the meeting, which was also attended by the Ministry of Health, Ministry of 

Welfare and Youth, Institute of Public Health and NGOs. Member of Parliament, Valentina Leskaj had 

encouraged Albanian Center for Population and Development to initiate the compilation of the 

report and also contributed to setting out the main structure of the report. The report addresses 

many aspects of SRHR, including the relatively high rates of maternal and infant mortality. Only 11% 

of sexually active women who wish to avoid pregnancy use modern means of contraception, 

contributing to high rates of abortion. 

Source: European Parliamentary Forum 

 

A chamber of gender equality experts is being created in the Czech Republic 

A chamber of experts dedicated to the issue of equality beween men and women is being created in 

the Czech Republic. The body will bring together qualified people from academia and from various 

specialized areas of practice to focus on the issue. The chamber should begin functioning within 

about a year. Its purpose is to guarantee the expertise of the advice and opinions that could be used 

by the Government or ministries in this area. It will include experts focused on the labor market, 

LGBT rights, migration, minorities, violence and sexual harassment, women's rights and work-life 

balance. Eva Kavková, vice-chair of the Czech Women's Lobby (CWL), announced the creation of the 

chamber today. The CWL has received a grant from Norwegian funds for the project.   

Source: Romea.cz  

 

New Co-Chairs of the European Parliament Working Group on Reproductive Health HIV/AIDS and 

Development  

The European Parliament Working Group on Reproductive Health HIV/AIDS and Development is co-

chaired by Heidi Hautala and Sophie int’Veld. Heidi Hautala, who was previously Finland's Minster for 

Development 2011-2013 and before then, already three times a member of the European 

Parliament, has now been re-elected, and starts her new term in Brussels as Vice president for the 

Greens/EFA Group, with seats in the Development and Budget Committees. Sophie in't Veld 

continues as the strong co-chair of the EPWG. Sophie in 't Veld is a Member of the European 

Parliament (D66/ALDE, The Netherlands) since 2004 and is also the Vice President of the Alliance of 

Liberals and Democrats for Europe in the European Parliament and has a seat in the Committee on 

Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs.  

Find here the op-ed signed by Sophie in 't Veld and Heidi Hautala now on the Parliament Magazine 

website  

Source: EPWG  

 

 

 

http://www.acpd-al.org/
http://www.epfweb.org/
http://www.romea.cz/en/news/czech/czech-chamber-of-experts-on-gender-equality-being-created
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/new-parliament-has-vital-role-continue-global-development-momentum
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/news/new-parliament-has-vital-role-continue-global-development-momentum
http://www.epwg.org/news/the-epwg-welcomes-new-co-chair.aspx
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Istanbul Convention enters into force  on August 1st  

With the ratifications of Denmark and Andorra, followed by Sweden and France, the Council of 

Europe’s Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence 

(Istanbul Convention) has reached the minimum number of 10 ratifications. It will enter into force on 

1 August 2014. The Convention sets standards for practical measures to address different forms of 

violence against women, recognising that “violence against women is one of the crucial social 

mechanisms by which women are forced into a subordinate position compared to men”. The 

convention obliges governments that have ratified it to take specific steps to counter all forms of 

violence against women: from stalking and sexual harassment to domestic violence, forced marriage 

and female genital mutilation. “We all need to act now to improve the lives of the many women and 

girls who are subjected to violence, simply because of their gender,” says Council of Europe Secretary 

General Thorbjørn Jagland in a video message, urging remaining member states to sign and to ratify 

the convention. Read about the convention in brief here, access the press release here. 

Source: Council of Europe 

 

GLOBAL UPDATES 

 

UN Secretary General’s Index Report highlights the importance of SRHR worldwide 

The United Nations Secretary-General's report on key issues emerging from the 2014 Commission on 

Population and Development (CPD), the “Index Report”, was made available online on early August. 

The report, Recurrent themes and key elements identified during the sessions of the Commission on 

Population and Development, draws from statements delivered during CPD and provides  

a comprehensive overview on sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) worldwide. The 

report also highlights remaining challenges in promoting SRHR to help guide future action and forms 

one of the background documents for the UNGASS on ICPD in September. Key themes include the 

linkage between SRHR and poverty, engaging adolescents and youth, achieving gender equality, 

reducing gender-based violence, and the critical importance of adopting human rights-based 

approaches to development. The report states that governments worldwide are holding universal 

access to comprehensive, quality and integrated SRH, also for young people, as a top priority for 

global development, and see this access as essential to sustainable development and poverty 

reduction. States also emphasized the need for targeted investments to ensure the health of young 

people, with a focus on SRH information and services. The Index Report also refers to sexual and 

reproductive health and rights, even though the term did not make it to the outcome document of 

the 47th session of the CPD (sexual rights being the most controversial concept for some Member 

States). SRHR appears three times in the document; once as a priority for ending extreme poverty, 

once as a consequence of promoting and ensuring universal access to SRH information, education 

and services and once more as a core goal for a people-centered post-2015 agenda. 

Access the report here with symbol number A/69/122.  

http://play.webvideocore.net/popplayer.php?it=c5f0r8dpn8oo&is_link=0&w=720&h=405&pause=1&title=Video+message+Secretary+General+Domestic+Violence&skin=3&repeat=&brandNW=1&start_volume=100&bg_gradient1=&bg_gradient2=&fullscreen=&fs_mode=0&skinAlpha=80&colorBase=%23202020&colorIcon=%23FFFFFF&colorHighlight=%23fcad37&direct=true&no_ctrl=&auto_hide=1
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/standardsetting/convention-violence/brief_en.asp
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=DC-PR090%282014%29&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/News/News-View-EN.asp?newsid=5002&lang=2&cat=13
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/commission/sessions/2014/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/commission/sessions/2014/index.shtml
http://issuu.com/shiralevine/docs/icpd_index_report/1
http://issuu.com/shiralevine/docs/icpd_index_report/1
http://documents.un.org/
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Young woman denied abortion in Ireland  

18 year old asylum seeker was raped in her own country and found she was pregnant after coming to 

Ireland. She demanded and abortion after claiming to be suicidial and was refused the termination. 

The woman went on hunger and liquid strike. A court order was obtained by doctors to forcibly 

hydrate her and proceded with a forced caesarean section at 24-25 weeks of pregnancy. The case is 

the first proper test of Ireland's 2013 Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act, which allows for 

abortions in Irish hospitals in limited circumstances. Those include the woman's life being in danger if 

the pregnancy went to full term and where she is suicidal in such instances as rape and incest. Pro-

choice campaigners have organized protest all over Europe, over 2 000 people met in Dublin, Ireland 

to participate in a rally against Irish abortion law. The demonstration was organised by, among 

others, Choice Ireland and the Abortion Rights Campaign. Protestors chanted “not the church, not 

the State, women must control their fate” and “abortion rights now.” Many protestors held signs 

which said “repeal the eighth” while other slogans included “I’m not a vessel” and “Raped, Pregnant, 

Suicidal, Forced C-Section – Ireland 2014”. 

Source: The Guardian, The Irish Times  

 

12th session of the UN Open Working Group 

The 12th session of the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals (OWG-12) was 

preceded by “informal-informal” consultations on 9-11 June 2014, at UN Headquarters in New York, 

as previously announced by the Co-Chairs. They focused on options for merging goal areas; views on 

the 17 goal headings contained in the zero draft; and the targets proposed under goal areas 1-6.  

Co-Chair Kamau opened OWG-12 on Monday 14 June and introduced the “zero draft” of the goals 

and targets on sustainable development of the post-2015 development agenda, saying that getting 

the right balance was not easy. After a series of statements the OWG members then went into 

informal discussions during which Goals 7 – 17 were considered. For full report see here. During the 

informals the Co-Chairs circulated an unofficial list of 15 SDGs, which they said reflected the 

discussions held during consultations prior to OWG-12.  Delegations offered their preliminary 

comments, with a few agreeing to the need for fewer goals and others expressing different views. or 

list of consolidated goals visit the aforementioned link (http://www.iisd.ca/vol32/enb3212e.html).  

Source and more detailed information: NGOs Beyond 2014  

 

YOUTH 

 

Sexuality education: young Europeans challenge the new parliament 

Le Planning Familial and youth organizations from Europe (including Astra Youth) who were present 

at the conference on sexuality education in May 2014, published a set of recommendations 

regarding comprehensive sexuality education in Europe dedicated to the newly elected Members of 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/18/ireland-woman-forced-caesarean-pregnant-rape-friend
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/thousands-at-dublin-pro-choice-march-over-irish-abortion-laws-1.1902968
http://www.iisd.ca/vol32/enb3212e.html
http://www.iisd.ca/vol32/enb3212e.html
http://ngosbeyond2014.org/articles/2014/6/25/summary-of-12th-session-of-the-open-working-group-on-sustain.html
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the European Parliament, who took the office on 1 July. New MEPs play a key role to enhance the 

right to CSE. Although the access to CSE doesn’t lie exactly in the competence of the EU, MEPs can 

indirectly influence the way this issue is dealt within the Member States, including the reports and 

resolutions in the European Parliament. They can promote the right to CSE, export best practices and 

improve the overall EU policy towards youth. The document contains background information on CSE 

and recommendations of actions to enhance the youth right to CSE in Europe. The direct link to the 

document (in English) is available here and you can access French version here along with the article 

in French. 

Source: Le Planning Familial 

 

Study on legal barriers to young people’s access to SRH services 

New research ‘Over-protected and Under-served: A multi-country study on legal barriers to young 

people’s access to sexual and reproductive health (SRH) services’ highlights how the law in different 

countries often restricts young people’s access to sexual and reproductive health services. A series of 

reports by the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) and Coram Children’s Legal 

Centre (CCLC) also found that taboos and stigma related to young people’s sexuality are often made 

worse by restrictive laws. The study looks at three case studies in the UK, Senegal and El Salvador – 

and explores how young people’s knowledge and perceptions of the law impact their access to 

sexual and reproductive health services. Findings from all three countries highlight young people’s 

uncertainty and confusion about whether they have the right to access SRH services. The age limits 

that exist in law for legal majority, sexual consent, marriage and access to SRH services are conflated 

and confused by young people and service providers alike; and  are often interpreted as restricting 

young people’s access to services, even in cases where they do not directly, or explicitly, do so. The 

rationale for age-restrictive laws is often given as ‘protection’; however, if protection means the 

promotion of young people’s health, best interests and well-being, then such laws are not fit for 

purpose. Rather, laws that criminalize sexual activity or restrict their access to SRH services risk 

exposing many sexually active young people to unwanted pregnancy and sexually-transmitted 

infections, including HIV. Restrictive laws function to regulate young people’s sexual identity and 

behaviour, and have a disproportionately negative impact on young people who do not conform to 

dominant expectations and stereotypes about gender. Homosexual, transgender and queer young 

people are especially marginalised from access to services, as are many young women and girls, and 

young people who are victims of sexual violence and rape. 

Source: IPPF 

  

World Population Day – call for investment in youth 

On 11 July, as communities everywhere observe World Population Day, UNFPA called for 

investments in support of the largest-ever generation of young people.“We know that healthy, 

educated, productive and fully engaged young people can help break the cycle of intergenerational 

poverty and are more resilient in the face of individual and societal challenges,” said Dr. Babatunde 

Osotimehin, Executive Director of UNFPA, in a statement. “As skilled and informed citizens, they can 

http://www.planning-familial.org/sites/internet/files/201406_cse-for-youth.pdf
http://www.planning-familial.org/actualites/education-la-sexualite-les-jeunes-europeens-interpellent-le-nouveau-parlement-0016075
http://www.planning-familial.org/
http://www.ippf.org/news/Study-shows-laws-act-barrier-young-people-getting-sexual-and-reproductive-health-services
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contribute more fully to their communities and nations.”Yet too many youth continue to grapple 

with poverty, inequality and human rights violations that prevent them from reaching their personal 

and collective potential. An estimated 515 million adolescents and youth, aged 15 to 24, live on less 

than $2 a day, according to UNESCO, and millions more face gender discrimination and other forms 

of marginalization. Investing in this generation must be a global priority, the ICPD review report 

states. This includes protecting their human rights and ensuring their access to quality education and 

health care, including sexual and reproductive health services. It also includes ensuring access to 

decent employment opportunities. Such measures will help ensure young people have the means to 

improve not only their own lives, but also the lives of future generations. 

Source: UNFPA  

 

AIDS 2014 conference – initative All In – ending the epidemic among adolescents 

Adolescents aged 10–19 are among the people most neglected by the HIV response, yet AIDS is the 

second biggest contributor to adolescent death globally and the main contributor in sub-Saharan 

Africa. During a satellite session at the 20th International AIDS Conference in Melbourne, Australia, 

adolescents and young people, high-level government officials, donors, researchers and youth 

service providers explored ambitious but effective ways of better protecting this key group. At the 20 

July session, called Ending the Epidemic in Adolescents, UNAIDS Executive Director Michel Sidibé 

announced a joint UNAIDS/UNICEF initiative entitled All In. The initiative aims to ensure that 

adolescents infected and affected by HIV are not left behind. It is intended to become a global 

movement to close the prevention and treatment gap and will be concentrated in 25 countries that 

represent 90% of AIDS-related deaths and 85% of new infections among adolescents. 

To ensure that the movement is built from the grass roots and shaped by the meaningful 

involvement of the focused group, Mr Sidibé asked adolescents and young people to engage and 

help shape the way forward for All In. The satellite session provided an opportunity to exchange 

information and ideas, with presentations of the latest data on the epidemic among adolescents, 

which show that comprehensive knowledge about the virus, condom use, HIV testing and treatment 

coverage are still low in most countries. Young people living with and affected by HIV also shared 

their experiences and challenged assembled government and United Nations officials to do more for 

the AIDS response. In addition, highlights of a Youth Action Plan, developed at this year’s youth 

preconference event held on 18 and 19 July, were discussed. The plan is designed to ensure that 

young people are at the centre of the global movement to step up AIDS advocacy, policy and 

treatment. 

Source: UNAIDS  

 

Girl Summit 2014 - a future free from FGM and child and forced marriage 

The Girl Summit took place on 22 July, kickstarting a global movement to end child, early and forced 

marriage and FGM for all girls within a generation. Doing this will help preserve girls' childhoods, 

promote their education, reduce their exposure to violence and abuse, and allow them to fulfil their 

http://www.unfpa.org/public/home/news/pid/17736
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2014/july/20140720adolescents
http://www.gov.uk/girlsummit2014
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potential in life. Child, early and forced marriage affects millions of girls every year. One in three girls 

in developing countries is married by the age of 18. Some are as young as eight. Girls who marry 

young have babies while still children, putting them at risk of death or suffering for the rest of their 

lives. They are more likely to be poor and stay poor. Female genital mutilation (FGM) removes a girl's 

right to have control over her own body. Traditionally considered essential for marriage and inclusion 

in the community, it is an extreme and violent way in which girls are controlled and disempowered. It 

can result in a lifetime of pain and difficulty in childbirth. Trends suggest at least 30 million girls will 

be at risk over the next decade - with more than 20,000 at risk in the UK every year. 

Source: http://www.girlsummitpledge.com 

 

International Youth Day – launch of the #showyourselfie campaign 

On 12 August, International Youth Day, UNFPA and Global Citizen launched #showyourselfie, a global 

campaign to urge world leaders to prioritize the needs and rights of young people in the post-2015 

development agenda – the roadmap for the world’s development over the next 15 years. Between 

now and September 2015, UNFPA and Global Citizen will be asking those who believe young people 

should be a focus in the future of development to share their selfies with the campaign, using the 

hashtag #showyourselfie, via Twitter, Instagram or through the campaign’s website, 

www.showyourselfie.org. The campaign is a form of petition, and selfies are the signatures. They will 

be handed over to Member States at the UN General Assembly in September 2014 and 2015 as a 

massive display of public support for increased attention to and investment in the capabilities of 

young people, specifically in the areas of reproductive health, education, and training for work and 

life. 

Source: UNFPA 

 

Call for youth voice – survey for young health advocates 

The Lancet Commission on Adolescent Health and Wellbeing believes that youth have a voice and 

can make meaningful contributions to health policies and programs, both locally and globally. While 

the Commission already includes two youth leaders, to ensure that the perspectives of a broad range 

of youth from around the world are reflected in its work and reports, we invite youth health 

advocates aged 15-29 from around the world to share your perspectives by completing this online 

survey. Please complete the survey by September 5, 2014. The aim of the survey is to gain a better 

understanding of how the Commission’s work can support youth advocacy work for adolescent 

health and wellbeing. Your perspectives will inform the Commission’s work and shape the key 

messages that it provides to governments and other stakeholders. Your contribution is important 

because the messages the Commission will highlight are likely to influence policies that affect 

millions of youth around the world. This survey is available in English, French and Spanish. 

Source: The Lancet 

 

http://www.girlsummitpledge.com/
http://www.showyourselfie.org/
http://www.unfpa.org/public/home/news/pid/18203
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/LancetCommission_EN
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/LancetCommission_FR
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/LancetCommission_ES
http://www.thelancet.com/home
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UN Women focused on rights of the girl child 

Though life for the girl child is steadily improving, girls are also more likely to experience 

discrimination in food allocation and healthcare, and are often outpaced and outranked by boys in all 

spheres of life. The Girl Child was also one of the 12 critical areas of concern raised in the Beijing 

Declaration and Platform for Action in 1995, concluding in nine strategic objectives framed as a 

means of holding governments accountable for girl’s rights.  

Freedom from all forms of discrimination against the girl child remains only partly fulfilled, and 

governments and societies must galvanize efforts if true freedom is to be won. Policies and 

programmes initiated must be duty-bound to take into consideration the differing, yet critical, needs 

of the girl child in terms of physical protection from sexual and physical exploitation, discrimination 

in all forms including in the field of education, and increased awareness of the struggles being faced 

by girls today.  

UN Women focused in August on the needs of girls and young women as part of Beijing+20 

campaign. The resources to join the campaign are available here. 

Source: UN Women 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

The Regional Ministerial Consultation on “Monitoring and Accountability for the Post-2015 

Development Agenda – The Regional Dimension” for UNECE region is scheduled for 15-16 

September 2014 in Geneva. The event is chaired by the Government of Switzerland and organized by 

the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and the Regional UN Development 

Group for Europe and Central Asia. To view the draft agenda click here.  

Source: UNECE  

 

High-level Stocktaking Event on the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

The General Assembly High-level Stocktaking Event on the Post-2015 Development Agenda will be 

held over a two-day period (11 and 12 September 2014) and will consist of consecutive, interactive, 

multi-stakeholder presentations and roundtables. The outcome of the event will be a President’s 

Summary to be presented to the Secretary-General as an input to his synthesis report, transmitted to 

the President of the 69th session of the General Assembly, and made available to Member States and 

other stakeholders. The subjects to be addressed at this session are: 

1. key messages from all the high-level events/ thematic debates, and interactive dialogue/briefings 

on the Post-2015 development agenda convened by the President of the General Assembly in 2014, 

http://beijing20.unwomen.org/en/in-focus/girl-child
http://www.unwomen.org/
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/post2015/Preliminary_Outline_of_Agenda_Regional_Ministerial_Consultation_on_Accountability_15_16_Sep.pdf
http://www.unece.org/
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2. the outcomes of the post-Rio+20 processes, including the Open Working Group on Sustainable 

Development Goals (OWG), the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Sustainable 

Development Financing (ICESDF), the Structured Dialogues on a Technology Facilitation Mechanism, 

as well as updates on the High-Level Political Forum,   

3. the critical internal processes and events that have an impact on the design of the post-2015 

development agenda, such as the 2014 substantive session of ECOSOC, including the Annual 

Ministerial Review and the Development Cooperation Forum, the 2014 High-level Political Forum 

under the auspices of ECOSOC, as well as the first session of the United Nations Environmental 

Assembly,    

4. the critical external processes and events that have an impact on the design and implementation 

of the post-2015 development agenda,   

In advance of the 11-12 September High-level Event, the PGA will host an interactive meeting with 

civil society on 26 August at UN Headquarters. 

Access the concept note here.  

Source: United Nations  

 

Special Session of the General Assembly on the Follow-Up to the Programme of Action of the ICPD 

An 8-hour Special Session to Follow Up on the Programme of Action from the International 

Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) is being organized on September 22 to coincide 

with the high-level segment of the general debate at the UN General Assembly. The General 

Assembly has urged all Member and observer States and observers to be represented at the highest 

political level, including Heads of State or Government. Member States will have opportunity to 

recommit themselves to the ICPD Programme of Action. Civil society is expected to be involved in 

this meeting, based on regional representation.   

Source: http://post2015.iisd.org/events/ 

 

69th Session of the UN General Assembly  

The 69th Session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA 69) will convene at UN Headquarters on 

Tuesday, 16 September 2014 and will last until October 1st. The General Debate will open on 

Wednesday, 24 September 2014. To access more information click here.  

Source: Post 2015 Policy & Practice   

 

UN Women Beijing+20 review events 

A serie of regional consultations in connection to the UN Women Beijing+20 review and events will 
be held throughout the year. The regional Beijing+20 review for the European region will be 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/68/pdf/stocktaking/7172014%20stocktaking%20approved%20concept%20note_1.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/68/settingthestage/8stocktaking.shtml
http://post2015.iisd.org/events/
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2013/ga11342.doc.htm
http://post2015.iisd.org/events/69th-session-of-the-un-general-assembly-unga-69/
http://www.regionalcommissions.org/ECEbeijingbrief.pdf
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convened by the UN Economic Commission for Europe on 6-7 November, 2014 in Geneva. Prior to 
this event an Beijing+20 NGO forum will be held on 3-5 November.  

 

Global Day of Action for Access to Safe and Legal Abortion, September 28, 2014. This day has its 

origin in Latin America and the Caribbean where women’s groups have been mobilizing around 

September 28 the last two decades to demand their governments to decriminalize abortion, to 

provide access to safe and affordable abortion services and to end stigma and discrimination towards 

women who choose to have an abortion. In 2011 Women’s Global Network for Reproductive Rights 

(WGNRR) took September 28 to the global level in solidarity with the women’s movement in Latin 

America and in recognition of the fact that that access to safe and legal abortion continues being 

denied for too many women in too many countries. Visit the official webpage here: 

www.september28.org for regular updates and possibilities for involvement.  

 

Women Deliver 2016, the 4th Global Conference will be held in Copenhagen, Denmark, on 17-19 

May 2016. For more information go to the official website:  www.wd2016.org 

 

11th Conference of the International Federation of Professional Abortion and Contraception 
Associates  

The international bi-annual conference of FIAPAC for health care professionals working in the field of 
abortion care and contraception, will be held in Ljubljana, Slovenia on October 3-4, 2014. For more 
information visit the official website: www.fiapac.org 

 

First Global Forum on Youth Policies  

United Nations Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth together with UNDP, UNESCO and the Council of 

Europe organize a First Global Forum on Youth Policies on 28-30 October in Baku, Azerbaijan. The 

meeting will be hosted by Ministry of Youth and Sports in the Republic of Azerbaijan. The aim of the 

Forum is to gather  policymakers, civil society organisations, youth advocates, parliamentarians and 

UN agencies. The forum will provide participants with an opportunity to assess the state of youth 

policy, in particular 20 years after the adoption of the World Programme for Youth. The organizers 

would like to provide the platform for identifying and producing a set of principles and commitments 

to effective youth policies. 

More information on the conference can be found at: http://www.youthpolicyforum.org/ 

 

 

 

http://beijing20.ngocsw-geneva.ch/
http://www.september28.org/
http://www.wd2016.org/
http://www.fiapac.org/
http://www.youthpolicyforum.org/
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PUBLICATIONS 

 

Report Covering 20 Years of Anti-Abortion Law in Poland 

The English version of Federation for Women and Family Planning (Poland) report summarizing 20 

years of Poland's strict anti-abortion law is now available. It covers legal aspects and analysis of 

implementation of the provisions on abortion access, availability of birth control and sexuality 

education as well as reproductive rights and relevant cases and processes happening in the 

framework of human rights. Access it here.  

Source: Federation for Women and Family Planning   

 

Newest issue of Entre Nous focuses on adolescents 

The latest issue of Entre Nous, the European magazine for sexual and reproductive health, published 

by WHO/Europe features a short article about ASTRA Youth Network. Developed to launch in 

conjunction with the WHO Regional Office for Europe’s new child and adolescent health strategy, 

“Investing in children: The European child and adolescent health strategy 2015-20,” the 80th issue of 

Entre Nous focuses on the health and well-being of adolescents and young people in Europe. Articles 

and experiences from the Region demonstrate that investment in adolescents and youth has far 

reaching benefits not only on individual behaviour and lifestyle, but also on the stability and 

prosperity of communities as a whole.  

Access this issue of Entre Nous here.  

 

The UNAIDS Gap report 

A new report by UNAIDS shows that 19 million of the 35 million people living with HIV globally do not 

know their HIV-positive status. The UNAIDS Gap report shows that as people find out their  

HIV-positive status they will seek life-saving treatment. In sub-Saharan Africa, almost 90% of people 

who tested positive for HIV went on to access antiretroviral therapy (ART). Research shows that in 

sub-Saharan Africa, 76% of people on ART have achieved viral suppression, whereby they are unlikely 

to transmit the virus to their sexual partners. New data analysis demonstrates that for every 10% 

increase in treatment coverage there is a 1% decline in the percentage of new infections among 

people living with HIV. The report highlights that efforts to increase access to ART are working. In 

2013, an additional 2.3 million people gained access to the life-saving medicines. This brings the 

global number of people accessing ART to nearly 13 million by the end of 2013. Based on past scale-

up, UNAIDS projects that as of July 2014 as many as 13 950 296 people were accessing ART. “If we 

accelerate all HIV scale-up by 2020, we will be on track to end the epidemic by 2030,” said Mr Sidibé. 

“If not, we risk significantly increasing the time it would take—adding a decade, if not more.” By 

http://www.federa.org.pl/dokumenty_pdf/raporty/report_federa_20_years_polands_abortion_law.pdf
http://www.federa.org.pl/
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/256899/343777_Entre_Nous_80_korr7.pdf?ua=1
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2014/name,97466,en.asp
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ending the epidemic by 2030, the world would avert 18 million new HIV infections and 11.2 million 

AIDS-related deaths between 2013 and 2030. 

Source: UNAIDS 

 

Visual recap of the May 28 campaign for International Day of Action for Women's Health, in which 

ASTRA was one of the partners can be accessed here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2014/july/20140716prgapreport/
http://issuu.com/wgnrr/docs/may28_visual_recap_a6_ebook_revised?utm_source=May28+2014+partners&utm_campaign=909407451e-APCRSHR&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5700627a96-909407451e-340041289


 15 

ASTRA Network members 

Albania - Albanian Family Planning Association 

Armenia - Women's Rights Center 

Armenia - Society Without Violence 

Armenia - Women’s Resource Center 

Azerbaijan - Center “Women and Modern World" 

Belarus - Women's Independent Democratic 

Movement of Belarus 

Bulgaria - Bulgarian Family Planning and Sexual 

Health Association 

Bulgaria - Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation 

Bulgaria - Gender Education, Research and 

Technologies  

Bulgaria - Demetra Association 

Bulgaria - Gender Alternatives Foundation 

Bosnia and Herzegovina – Sarajevo Open Center 

Croatia - B.a.b.e. (Be Active, Be Emancipated) 

Croatia - CESI - Center for Education and 

Counseling of Woman 

Croatia - Women's Room 

Georgia – Real People, Real Visio 

Georgia – HERA XXI 

Georgia - Women's Center  

Hungary – PATENT 

Kazakhstan - The Legal Center for Women's 

Initiatives "Sana Sezim"  

Lithuania - Family Planning and Sexual Health 

Association 

Latvia - Latvia's Association for Family Planning And 

Sexual Health 

Macedonia - Association for emancipation, 

solidarity and equality of women 

Macedonia – Shelter Center 

Macedonia - Association for emancipation, 

solidarity and equality of women 

Macedonia - Health Education and Research 

Association 

Moldova – Family Planning Association 

Moldova - Reproductive Health Service Center 

Poland - Federation for Women and Family 

Planning 

Romania - Euroregional Center for Public Initiatives 

Romania - A.L.E.G. 

Romania - The East European Institute of 

Reproductive Health  

Romania - AnA: Society for Feminist Analysis 

Russia - Novogorod Gender Center 

Russia – Russian Association for Population and 

Development   

Slovakia – Pro Choice 

Tajikistan – Gender and Development 

Ukraine - Women Health and Family Planning 

Ukraine - Charitable SALUS Foundation 

Uzbekistan - Future Generation 

  

 

Prepared by Marta Szostak 

Supported by the Sigrid Rausing Trust 

 

 

ASTRA Secretariat 

Federation for Women and Family Planning 

Nowolipie 13/15, 00-150 Warsaw, Poland 

ph/fax 48.22.635 9395, federa@astra.org.pl 

www.astra.org.pl 

Follow ASTRA on Facebook and Twitter 

http://www.sigrid-rausing-trust.org/
mailto:federa@astra.org.pl
http://www.astra.org.pl/
https://www.facebook.com/astranetwork
https://twitter.com/ASTRANetwork

