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Constitutional Court of Macedonia – The new abortion law is not anti-constitutional 

 

Reaction from NGOs 

 

The new Abortion Law approved in the Parliament on June 2013 does not obstruct the right of women to 

choose to terminate her pregnancy as per the decision reached by the Constitutional Court of Macedonia. 

The majority judges decided not to take further legal procedure upon the initiatives of the NGOs that 

challenged the new abortion law in 16 articles as it possessed restrictive amendments (mandatory 

counselling, 3 days waiting period, submitting written request from the women to the hospital…) that 

hamper women right to decide for pregnancy termination. They consider that the new law does not 

prohibit the abortion neither questioning the freedom of decision, but it just regulate the procedure and 

entrust it to the professionals from the hospitals and the commissions how to act further.  

 

One of the judges said that the new Law is not against the Constitution and that Republic of Macedonia 

has specific power of attorney to protect the children and the motherhood “I am against the abortion. 

For me the abortion is not exclusive right of the mother. It concerns the father, the broader family and 

the society itself. We should protect the unborn children, which life starts from conception. This year we 

have registered more abortion that deliveries. There were around 30.000 abortions despite 24.000 new-

borns. Worldwide in each 30 sec there is one forced pregnancy termination. If this trend continues it will 

destroy the mankind” 

 

 “This law puts administrative obligations to the pregnant women and restricts her right to decide for 

herself”, opposed one other judge. According to her, if the women ask for permission for her physical 

integrity it discriminate her because she needs to submit a request to some commission for something 

that is really intimate and sensitive. For any other medical intervention such practice is not needed.  Is it 

necessary the raped women to ask confirmation document from the public prosecutor. Does a woman 

with lethal foetus need to wait for 3 days for written permission? Does girl under 18 needs to get 

permission from her parents”  

 

The NGOs (HERA, Helsinki Committee and Coalition for Protection of marginalized groups) today had a 

press conference to react on the decision from the Constitutional Court. Though NGOs said that they will 

still wait for the official respond from the Court, the general public should be aware that the debate in 

the Constitutional Court about the NGOs initiative against the new abortion law amendments was not 

appropriate to institution that should defend the constitutional rights of the citizens in Macedonia. 

Instead providing legal arguments many of the judges used their own personal and moral beliefs to 

counterpart NGO initiative. The debate to which the Constitutional Court reached it decision abounded 

with: 

 

- Personal convictions: abortion is murder 

- Personal life experiences and fears: examples about the relations between parents and children 
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- Moral judgments: linking the abortion with infidelity 

- Ideological convictions: linking abortion with “liberal values” and same-sex marriages that endanger 

nation existence    

 

During the press conference the NGO partners presented 3 case studies as examples how the new law is 

contributing to degradation, unhuman treatment and torture to the women who wanted to terminate 

pregnancy through endangering their health and life.  

 

HERA together with their partners will continue to protect the abortion right of women by using 

international human rights mechanisms. Moreover HERA invites all women who wanted to terminate their 

pregnancy but faced barriers or illegal practices in the hospitals or other institutions, or been humiliated 

to contact us for further medical, psyho-social or legal support if needed.   

 
 

 
 

 


