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Date: 06/02/2006

Sign the written declaration on women's right to self-determination and adequate sex education and family planning in the European Union

Dear Member of the European Parliament, 

One of the missions of the European Union laid down in the treaties, and reaffirmed in the Charter of fundamental rights, is to promote and defend gender equality. Women’s (and men’s) rights to control their sexuality and to have access to sexual and reproductive health-related services, is essential to achieve gender equality. 
Recognising the need to fully ensure women’s sexual and reproductive rights and health, the European Union Member States have made several international commitments in the field of sexual and reproductive rights (ICPD, Beijing Platform for Action), and the EU Ministers of Gender Equality made the following statement in a declaration adopted at the Beijing+10 conference on 4 February 2005 in Luxembourg: 

“We the Ministers …Emphasise that gender equality can not be achieved without guaranteeing women’s sexual and reproductive health and rights, and reaffirm that expanding access to sexual and reproductive health information and health services are essential for achieving the Beijing Platform for Action, the Cairo Programme of Action and the Millennium Development Goals“ 
Today, in Europe, women’s sexual and reproductive rights and health are threatened. In several of the EU Member States women’s sexual and reproductive rights and health are repressed and/or denied. On a global level, women’s sexual and reproductive rights and health are repeatedly under attack.    

The European Parliament has promoted and defended women’s rights and gender equality in many areas, and so also in relation to women sexual and reproductive rights (Anne van Lancker report, A5-0223/2002). It is now essential to once again confirm the European Parliament’s commitment women’s rights, by making sure that enough signatures are gathered to endorse the EP written declaration on women's right to self-determination and adequate sex education and family planning in the European Union (0079/2005).

Therefore, the European Women’s Lobby (EWL), the ASTRA Network, International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) Europe and Catholics For Free Choice, representing thousands of  organisations and women’s organisations in Europe, jointly calls on you to defend women’s human rights, by:

· Signing the European Parliament written declaration on women's right to self-determination and adequate sex education and family planning in the European Union (0079/2005), which calls on the Commission and the Member States to ensure women’s access throughout the EU sex education and family planning, and access to high-quality women-centred care, including safe and legal abortion.  (lapse date: <DateForclusion>{12/03/2006}12.3.2006)

· Take action within your political group to make sure that enough signatures are gathered to endorse the EP written declaration 0079/2005. 
We trust that you will defend gender equality and women’s human rights in the European Union and beyond and look forward to your support.  

Yours Sincerely, 
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Kirsti Kolthoff 

President of the European 

Women’s Lobby

www.womenlobby.org
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Wanda Nowicka  

ASTRA - Central and Eastern European Women’s Network for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 

www.astra.org.pl
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Vicky Claes

IPPF Europe

www.ipfen.org
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Elfriede Harth

Catholics For Free Choice

www.catholicsforchoice.org
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