25" February 2008

Members of Lithuanian Parliament
Gedimino ave. 53

L T-01109 Vilnius

Lithuania

Dear Sir or Madam,

On behalf of Polish Federation for Women and Famlgnning | am writing to you in
connection with the draft law pending in Sejmasségerely restrict access to legal abortion
in Lithuania due to be discussed in early spring yiear.

I would like to share with you our fifteen yearsigpexperience concerning strict anti —
abortion law, which was introduced in Poland in 39hd to draw your attention to real
results of restrictive legislation. | believe thRablish experience will allow you to assess
beforehand what social effects such restrictiorikimgvitably lead to.

The regular reports of the Federation monitoring tbsults of the law indicate that
anti-abortion law has not liquidated nor even leditthe phenomenon of abortion.
Pregnancies are still terminated, but instead afdgo@erformed in safe environment of a
hospital they are pushed into the so-called ahortimderground, where there are no
guarantees of protection of women'’s life and heaMtcording to the official statistics, the
number of legal abortions remains on a similar llevapproximately 200 abortions annually
(124 in 2001, 340 in 2006 — The governmental repbidm 2001 and 2006), which by no
means is a reflection of the real number of abpstioOn the basis of comparative
demographic data and relevant research, the nuwmibabortions in Poland is annually
estimated between 80,000 and 190,000.

On the other hand, the right of women to legal teation of pregnancy is notoriously
violated. Most doctors refuse to perform abortiopublic hospitals but in private clinics they
charge at least 500 Euro. More and more “clientsdlmrtion underground are women who
have the right to legal abortion, but who were able, for various reasons, to execute this
right. There is a well-known case of a Polish worddicja Tysiac, who was denied legal
abortion and won the case in the European Coutiwhan Rights in March 2007. She
presently suffers serious health complications ttu¢hat refusal. Others, travel abroad in
order to terminate their pregnancies. This phena@mgnalled abortion tourism, has grown

recently due to European Enlargement which inceagmificantly women’s mobility.



For many years of Federation’s experience it hasoie obvious that the anti-
abortion act has not decreased number of abortioRsland but led to many human dramas,
including losses of health and even sometimefil@omen in Poland.

On behalf of the Polish Federation for Women anaifaPlanning | urge members of
Lithuanian Parliament to take all these issues @aiasideration while making your decision.
We hope that final decision of the Lithuanian Ramlent will not worsen the situation of
Lithuanian women with regard to their rights andltie

Yourssincerdly,
Wanda Nowicka
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