On 9th February 2006 ASTRA - Central and Eastern European Women’s Network for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and the Polish Delegation in the Socialist Group of the European Parliament organized the Hearing on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) in Europe.  The meeting took place in the European Parliament. It was hosted and chaired by Józef Pinior (Member of the Subcommittee of Human Rights). Opening remarks was made by Marek Siwiec (Head of the Polish Delegation in PSE) and Wanda Nowicka (Federation for Women and Family Planning/ASTRA secretariat).

The following MEPs spoke during the Hearing:
Genowefa Grabowska, Member of the Quaestors

Zita Gurmai, Chair of PES Women, Vice-Chairwoman of the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality

Anne Van Lancker, Member of the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality
Ana Maria Gomes, Vice-Chairwoman of the Subcommittee on Security and Defence 
Irena Belohorska, Subcommittee on Human Rights  
During the Hearing the following ASTRA members spoke about the status of SRHR in their countries:
Birute Vesaite, Lithuania; Susanna Vardanyan, Armenia; Iatamze Verulashvili, Georgia; Inese Kilkule, Latvia; Galina Maistruk, Ukraine; Julia Spronz, Hungary; Olga Pietruchova, Slovakia; Sanja Cesar, Croatia; Daniela Draghici, Romania; Jivka Marinova, Bulgaria; Evgenia Koulikova, Russia; Christina Zampas, Center for Reproductive Rights, USA, Sweden. 
The main  goal of the Hearing was to address the key policy challenges in the area of sexual and reproductive health and rights in Europe with special focus on Central and Eastern Europe and draw the European policy-makers’ attention to their obligations in this area. 

About 130 people participated in the meeting. Participants included other MEPs, representatives of the European Commission, World Health Organization, agencies and foundations, media and a broad representation of civil society. It was practically for a  first time when among MEPs who had occasion to speak at the Hearing in favor of SRHR dominated MEPs from the New Member States. 

The speakers were advocating for the implementation of the internationally accepted sexual and reproductive health and rights standards. The key messages were to be the following; There are problems in Europe that need and should to be undertaken by the EU institutions. SRHR which are important part of human rights should be implemented in Europe since human rights principles are the foundations of the EU. Moreover, it was stressed that equality among women and men will not be achieved if women cannot enjoy their SRHR. 

During the meeting ASTRA presented findings of the new report on “Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights in Europe – Report to the European Union” which clearly indicated the gravity and commonalities regarding SRHR status in the region. The participants also raised concerns about the growing opposition towards SRHR in Europe. 
The recognized common problems include:

· The lack of reliable sexuality education and youth friendly services due to which the rates of STIs incl. HIV/AIDS epidemic among young people are increasing; 
· Rapidly growing rates of STIs incl. HIV/AIDS in general population (e.g. Ukraine, Russia); 

· Limited accessibility and/or high costs of modern contraceptives and family planning counseling services which leads to high rate of abortions (e.g. Bulgaria);

· Decreasing access to safe abortion services due to activities of the opposition (e.g. Lithuania, Slovakia, or restrictive legislation which violates women’s human rights as confirmed by the UN Human Rights Committee (Poland). SRH services of poor quality often lead to post abortion complications (e.g. Georgia, Ukraine, Russia);  

· Gender inequality and cultural taboos negatively affect women’s sexual and reproductive health and violate their human rights (e.g. Georgia, Armenia).   

The following recommendations to the European Commission and the European Parliament have been worked out:  

1. Implement the recommendations from the Report on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights issued by the European Parliament Committee on Women’s Rights and Equal Opportunities and approved by the European Parliament in 2002. 

2. Use existing legal instruments to address sexual and reproductive health and rights issues, including the Charter on Fundamental Rights, gender equality directives and other standards, EU treaties, etc. 

3. MEPS should sign onto the European Parliament declaration on Women’s Right to Self-Determination and Adequate Sex Education and Family Planning in the EU (2005). 

4. Ensure that annual European Parliament country reports on human rights address sexual and reproductive health and rights issues. 

5. Ensure that the new EU Gender Equality Institute and the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights includes work on sexual and reproductive health and rights issues. 

6. Ensure that the Community Action Program on Pubic Health Address sexual and reproductive health and rights issues. 

7. Ensure that all assessment of accession countries includes improving sexual and reproductive rights in the country through adopting laws and policies that protect and promote these rights. 

8. Ensure that funding policies and programs include support towards the full development of gender equality, including supporting projects that promote and protect sexual and reproductive health and rights. 

9. Ensure that necessary gender-segregated data on SRHR indicators is being collected in collaboration with the WHO as well as monitored and included in relevant policy documents. 

Biograms from the meeting available HERE
