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Advocacy on Modern Contraception in Armenia

Dear Members of the European Parliament,
My name is Susanna Vardanyan, I am representing the Women’s Rights Center, which is working in the sphere of RSHR and Domestic Violence in Armenia. 

I’d like to draw your attention to the problem of family planning, particularly, of modern contraception in Armenia.
Millions of women every year seek to terminate their pregnancies – estimates based on figures for the year 2000 indicate that of 210 million pregnancies worldwide, approximately 46 million ended in induced abortion.  Nearly half of these abortions were considered to be unsafe and resulted in over 67, 000 deaths. 
In Armenia abortion still remains a major method of birth control.  The abortion rate declined moderately over the 1998-2006 period in Armenia, but remains high at 2.6 abortions per woman. 

Expanding choice in modern contraception services is one of the important steps in improving the quality of women’s reproductive health care especially in low resource countries with limited access to health care services. Here modern contraception methods hold great potential to help reduce maternal morbidity and mortality. 

Considering all mentioned above the Women’s Rights Center, concentrated its efforts on making reproductive health technologies more convenient, acceptable, safe and widely assessable. We envisage having modern contraception methods introduced in Armenia not only in the capital city, but also in regions, where problems of reproductive and sexual health and rights are especially burning. 

At the same time we are sure, that despite of the development of modern contraception methods, the issue of prevention of unwanted pregnancies remains important. In our opinion this problem can be resolved through raising the level of literacy and awareness of population, especially among youth. In this context we hope for EU support in encouraging Armenian Government to include sexual education in regular curriculum at schools on permanent basis. 
