Ia Verulashvili

Head of Women’s Center, Georgia

Organization works on the protection of women’s reproductive health and rights.

Since 2003 Women’s Center is a member of ASTRA – Central and Eastern European Women’s Network for sexual and reproductive health and rights.
Dear Members of the European Parliament,

I want to draw your attention to the issue of reproductive health problems that face victims of Domestic Violence in Georgia. 

Our organization was the first one in Georgia that began working on identification and prevention of health related risk of violence against women. We raise problem among health care providers, create hot-line, medical consultation, develop special programs concerning the issue, etc.
Our experiences show that victims of DV suffer serious reproductive health problems which are connected with unwanted pregnancies, sexually transmitted diseases (STD) including HIV/AIDS, gynecological disorders, unsafe abortions, pregnancy complications, miscarriage/low birth rate and pelvic inflammatory disease. 
Georgian Government seems to ignore those aspects. However, in May 2006 the new law on prevention of domestic violence and protection of its victims was adopted. We might see it as a positive step in recognition of the problem.  
We think that on the regional and national level it is crucial to:
· institute domestic violence programs that are gender sensitive and scientifically based
· introduce state  programs to raise awareness about health needs of victims of violence

· initiate training for health providers to sensitize them to the issue of DV among their patients.



















































