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The issues touched upon in this Hearing and in the broader debate on sexual and reproductive health and rights relate to a range of EU policy areas and to the responsibility of different services within the European Commission. Therefore, this statement brings together input from across the Commission.
The Commission's work on sexual and reproductive health and rights can be seen from two different perspectives: one linked to external relations and development policies and one linked to the promotion of public health.
From the point of view of external relations and development cooperation, the Cairo Programme of Action (ICPD 1994), establishes the obligation of states to include reproductive health in their mandates for attaining the highest possible standard of health for all. The Council in its conclusions of 24 November 2004 expressed its full support to this framework document and its full implementation, which should be considered as the backbone of the EU policy in the matter.

This was also the line adopted in the European Consensus on Development, which states that “the MDGs cannot be attained without progress in achieving the goal of universal sexual and reproductive health and rights (as set out in the ICPD Cairo Agenda)”.

Form the Commission's point of view, this line was also confirmed in 2006 in the Communication "A Roadmap for equality between women and men, 2006-2010" which foresees the promotion of gender equality as a basic human right in external and development policies. The Communication underlines that the EU "will continue to promote education and a safe environment for girls and women, sexual and reproductive health and rights, the empowerment of women, which contribute to fighting HIV/AIDS, and the fight against female mutilation."

We should keep in mind that the EU supports all developing countries in their aim to implement the Cairo agenda, and that since 1994 the Commission has become a major partner in addressing health including reproductive health needs in developing countries through bilateral support (European Development Fund or budget lines). The Commission also finances Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights policies and initiatives in developing countries on a thematic basis, in line with the ICPD+10, and in line with other international commitments, including the follow-up of the Beijing Platform for Action that the European Union is ensuring through the development of indicators and Council conclusions on the different areas of concerns. In that respect, the 10th anniversary of the Beijing Platform for Action in 2005, provided the EU an opportunity to reaffirm its full commitments to the full implementation of the Platform with a declaration made by the EU ministers for gender equality in Luxembourg and the adoption by the Council of specific conclusions in its meeting of the 2-3 June 2005.

Good health of women and children is not just an outcome of development but also a condition for achieving development. Improving sexual and reproductive health is strongly linked to the achievement of MDG 3 (gender equality and the empowerment of women), MDG 4 (child mortality) and MDG 5 (maternal health). If we want to achieve gender equality, it is important to address Sexual and Reproductive Health as an integral part of the action to empower women in developing countries.

The European Commission is fully involved in supporting the commitment to achieve universal access to reproductive health, in the framework of Millennium Development Goal no 5 (to reduce Maternal Mortality by three quarters). The European Commission is very concerned about the fact that there has been hardly any progress on attaining MDG 5 and that a lot needs to be done to reach the targets. The European Commission is using all its budgetary instruments to help reach these targets by the year 2015.

From a public health point of view, the Commission has given support to certain activities related to sexual health through the public health programme, building upon our HIV/AIDS strategy.

The Commission has taken on a political leadership role in HIV/AIDS prevention by developing a ‘regional European HIV/AIDS prevention policy’ in close cooperation with national Governments, international organisations and civil society.

The European Commission's policy on HIV/AIDS as expressed in the communication "on combating HIV/AIDS within the European Union and in the neighbouring countries, 2006-2009" brings together all relevant EU policies and instruments, and is fully in line with the commitments made in the UNGASS, Dublin, Vilnius, and Bremen declarations.
Preventing the spread of HIV is a primary goal outlined in the policy. Further priorities concentrate on strengthening the surveillance, the involvement of civil society and intensifying research. 
In addition to the implementation of the policies on HIV/AIDS the European Commission has started discussions with representatives of Member States and stakeholders on approaches regarding sexual health. This would focus in a first line on strengthening the evidence base and exchanging good practice throughout Europe. The Commission underlines that investments in prevention will result in positive effects for health in the future. Empowering young people from all backgrounds to responsibly address their sexuality, raising awareness around sexual health, and facilitating access to adapted and comprehensive health information and services are key elements in this respect.
Thank you.
