Dear President Obama,

The undersigned organizations working to promotenew's sexual and reproductive health and rights
write to express deep gratitude for your repedhefGlobal Gag Rule. We thank you for ending this
restrictive policy, which has contributed to thettes and injuries of countless women and girls and
undermined the democratic participation of non-goreental organizations in many countries. From
our daily work with those most affected, we knowttipour action will have profound positive effeots
the lives of millions of people. We are hopefultthderalds a new era of U.S. partnership in globa
cooperation to ensure universal access to sexdalegmoductive health and the advancement of
women’s sexual and reproductive rights worldwide.

Historically, the United States has played a pivaibe in improving the sexual and reproductiveltiea
of vulnerable women in the developing world, inéhgdas a leading funder of international family
planning, HIV/AIDS and other reproductive healtiograms. In earlier years, policy leadership from th
United States was critical in achieving landmarkeagents at the International Conference on
Population and Development in 1994 and Fourth WGddference on Women in 1995. At both
conferences, U.S. delegations led efforts to fglgbal consensus on strategies to assure indigdual
and couples’ rights to attain the highest stand&réproductive and sexual health and to decidelyfre
and responsibly the number and spacing of theldien, free of discrimination, coercion and violenc
including through access to safe abortion, whegalleAfter eight years of U.S. policies that undierea
these and other commitments by the United Statsreamy other countries, we are now at a moment to
move forward once again.

The need for action is greater than ever. Worldwpad®r reproductive health remains the leading&aus
of death for women, particularly in the most impasieed countries. More than half a million women
die from pregnancy or childbirth complications egelar. At least 200 million women lack access to
family planning and contraceptive information aedvices, contributing to more than 40 million
pregnancies that are terminated every year, halfesh unsafely. Complications from unsafe abortion
result in approximately 67,000 deaths and at [easiilion serious injuries annually, all of whichea
preventable. The incidence of HIV/AIDS continuegtow at an alarming rate, with insufficient
attention to preventive measures, including greateess to basic sexual and reproductive health
information and services, especially for young peop

Sound public health investments by the United Statel other governments in sexual and reproductive
health and rights can help women exert more cooirel their own lives and overcome these and other
health challenges, which are likely to grow moratadn the midst of an unprecedented global ecoaomi
crisis. We hope that your Administration will honamerica’s human rights obligations and strongly
support the achievement of our global health comeniits, including the Millennium Development Goal
to halve maternal mortality by 2015, which includesrget for achieving universal access to
reproductive health care. We specifically callyon to:

» significantly increase U.S. funding for comprehgasiexual and reproductive health, including
family planning and maternal health

» support integration of HIV/AIDS and other sexuatiaeproductive health programs and
removal of the anti-prostitution pledge in PEPFAR

» support removal of remaining legal and policy riefbns on U.S. funding for safe, voluntary,
legal abortion information and services, including Helms Amendment



» restore funding for the United Nations Populatiomd (UNFPA) and the International Planned
Parenthood Federation (IPPF), and

» ensure that officials from your Administration asta strong voice for women’s sexual and
reproductive health and rights in the United Natiand other international arenas and do all in
their power to translate international agreemertts actions that improve women'’s lives.

Your administration holds great promise for theltiieand lives of women and for the future of faedli
and communities everywhere. We thank you againgimoving the Global Gag Rule and stand ready to
support and assist you in achieving our common gbahsuring that all women can enjoy the sexual
and reproductive rights they need to live happglthg, productive lives.

Sincerely,

Ipas, USA

Center for Reproductive Rights, USA

Family Care International, USA

International Planned Parenthood Federation, UK

International Planned Parenthood Federation, Westemisphere Region, USA



