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28-09-2008
Dear Ministers, 

I am writing regarding the forthcoming first meeting of the Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council (EPSCO) under the French Presidency, 2 October 2008 in Luxembourg.
As you are to continue your policy debate to prohibit direct and indirect discrimination on the grounds of religion or convictions, disability, age or sexual orientation in the areas of social protection, health care, education and access to goods and services ASTRA Network is asking you to ensure a uniform protection for all grounds of discrimination, in the context of the proposed European anti discrimination directive.
ASTRA Network is working in the field of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR). Our efforts aim to guarantee that the issues of SRHR are adequately recognized as an important factor affecting the quality of life and that those issues are treated with adequate priority on international, regional and national health agendas. ASTRA is constantly monitoring the situation in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE), as concerns reproductive and sexual health and prohibiting discrimination on grounds of age, disability, sexual orientation and religion or belief. ASTRA strives to increase awareness about SRHR issues and to ensure that the specific reality of women’s sexual and reproductive rights and health in Central and Eastern Europe receive the highest priority on international, regional and national agendas, in particular at the EU and UN 

ASTRA Network is inquiring for a more advanced gender mainstreaming and for the various discrimination aspects present in European Union legislation to be included in the future directive and urges the Ministers to carefully review the said Council Directive Article 3 paragraph 2.  While it is understood that health is a subsidiary issue, the directive does seek to address discrimination in access to health care, and thus, specific kinds of health care should not be marginalized.  Reproductive health is a critical aspect of health care and necessary to ensure the well-being of people living in the European Union.  It is a recognized as a critical component of health care by various international consensus documents that the European Union has endorsed, including the International Conference on Population and Development Programme of Action, by the World Health Organization and by international human rights bodies.  This proposed directive, in explicitly marginalizing reproductive rights, puts to question international consensus and human rights on this issue. The European Union has played a very important global leadership role on reproductive health issues, including funding sexual and reproductive health and rights and support for ICPD, as most recently exemplified by the vote on the European Parliament joint resolution on Millenium Development Goal 5, urging the EU to commit to a targeted and properly financed EU action plan to meet the Millennium Development Goal (MDG5) to cut global maternal deaths by 75%.  We urge the Ministers to ensure that such support also extend to within the borders of the European Union. 
Thus, ASTRA respectfully requests that as you continue your policy debate you consider removing the reference to reproductive rights in Article 3 (2) and continue to allow for Member States to determine, but without any explicit reference from the directive, on the degree of protection provided on reproductive rights issues. 

I truly believe this issue will be addressed during the forthcoming EPSCO meeting. 
On behalf of ASTRA Network

Yours sincerely,

[image: image2.jpg]STRA




Wanda Nowicka
ASTRA Coordinator

ASTRA members:

Albania - Albanian Family Planning Association, Armenia - Women's Rights Center, Azerbaijan - Center “Women and Modern World", Belarus - Women's Independent Democratic Movement of Belarus, Bulgaria - Bulgarian Family Planning and Sexual Health Association, Bulgarian Gender Research Foundation, Gender Education, Research and Technologies, Croatia - B.a.b.e. (Be Active, Be Emancipated), CESI - Center for Education and Counselling of Woman, Women's Centre for Sexuality and the Prevention, Research, and Combating of Sexual Violence - Women's Room, Georgia - Women's Center , Kazakhstan - The Legal Center for Women's Initiatives "Sana Sezim", Lithuania - Family Planning and Sexual Health Association, Latvia - Latvia's Association for Family Planning And Sexual Health, Macedonia - Sheltar Centar, Moldova - Reproductive Health Service Center, Poland Federation for Women and Family Planning, Romania - The East European Institute of Reproductive Health, AnA: Society for Feminist Analysis, Russia - Institute of State and Law, Russian Academy of Sciences, ANO "Women's Health", Novogorod Gender Center, Slovakia - Pro – choice, Ukraine - Women Health and Family Planning, Charitable SALUS Foundation, ASTRA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: Center for Reproductive Rights,  Albania, Romania, Women's Link Worldwide/Colombia.
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